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Boehner Welcomes Gephardt Comments Urging Fiscal Restraint 
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Oregonian editorial, August 18, 2001 

The chairman of the House-Senate panel negotiating the final details of 
President Bush’s education reform bill today welcomed comments by 
House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt (D-MO) that suggest the 
Democrat leader is willing to work with Republicans to ensure that 
federal education dollars are spent responsibly.   
 

Gephardt’s remarks on fiscal restraint, made on NBC’s Meet the Press 
yesterday, come at a particularly critical time for the President’s reform 
package.  The President’s plan would streamline federal education 
programs while providing a significant increase for programs proven that 
have been proven to work.  But the Senate-passed version would increase
funding while creating dozens of new, unproven programs. 
 

Gephardt said Congress should review the entire federal budget -- 
including education and health care specifically -- to ensure federal 
dollars are being used as efficiently as possible.  “You can go down the 
whole list – education, health care,” Gephardt said.  “You can go across 
the board.”  
 

“The Minority Leader’s comments are a pleasant surprise.  It’s essential 
that we send President Bush a final education bill that streamlines 
bureaucracy and targets funding increases to programs that work,” said 
John Boehner, chairman of the House Education & the Workforce 
Committee.  “It is also critical that we emphasize reform, not just 
resources, to ensure that funding is targeted to those disadvantaged 
students who most need our help.” 
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Funding increases should be 
targeted to students who need 
help the most -- not used to 
create a host of new programs. 
No Child Left Behind provides 
additional flexibility by 
consolidating programs and 
granting greater flexibility and 
decision-making authority to 
state and local officials. 
The President’s plan bridges 
the gap between educational 
research and the classroom to 
implement proven, scientifically
based approaches to provide 
kids with basic skills, including 
his Reading First initiative. 
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ake it a mandatory program, which would cost $98 billion over five years). 
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